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Friday 6th May 2022 

Please CONTINUE READING—MORE NEWS  on next page  

Dear Parents, 

As this week is a shorter one due to the Bank Holiday on Monday, I promise that our 

newsletter is going to be shorter.  First of all, I would like to share with you some good news.   

The school had a visit from the ODBST Trust (CEO and Director of Education) in order to 

evaluate our work.  They observed lessons, looked through children’s books, had discussions 

with members of our staff relating to the curriculum, children’s well-being as well as 

curriculum enrichment activities.  Most importantly, they spoke to some of our pupils about 

their perception of the school as well as their learning experiences.  It was a very positive 

experience and the Trust commented on excellent teaching and learning as well as pastoral 

care offered to our pupils.  Our pupils were praised for their engagement with learning and 

their impeccable behaviour.  The Trust also commented on the children’s excellent conduct 

during lessons and around the school.  The children were clearly very proud of their school.   

This makes us all incredibly happy and I hope that this will make you also happy in the 

knowledge that your children are well looked after.  Well done to all the pupils as well as all 

the staff.  We will continue our hard work to ensure that we provide the very best education 

for our pupils.  

A word from Mr Ahmed 

As the football season has finally come to an end, the 

girls' football team played Butlers Court in their final 

league fixture earlier this week.  It was lovely to see 

the girls participate with such dedication and passion 

throughout the game.  Even though the final score 

was 3-0 to Butlers Court, the girls were extremely 

polite, showed great sportsmanship and were 

resilient right towards the final whistle. Thank you to 

all the parents, who attended to cheer the girls on 

and most importantly –thank you to all the girls for 

their brilliant play and sportsmanship. Well done! 

As always the end of the academic year (although not 

strictly speaking, as we still have a term to go), may bring some ‘goodbyes’.  This is with a 

heavy heart I have to tell you that Mrs Carver will be leaving us at the end of this academic 

year.  Whilst we are all very sad to see Mrs Carver depart for ‘pastures new’ – it is for the very 

right reasons.  Mrs Carver, I am pleased to say, secured a promotion and she will now be a Year 

Leader in a large school in Hertfordshire.  Mrs Carver has been a teacher at Woodside for 16 

years and has overseen the education of many children - past and present.  I will write more 

about Mrs Carver’s career towards the end of the term but for now, I am sure you will join our 

staff in congratulating Mrs Carver on her new appointment.  

It is fantastic to see the children wearing their summer uniforms, as this always makes me 

think that summer is just around the corner.  Thank you very much parents for respecting our 

uniform policy.  It is, as always, very much appreciated.  Please can I gently remind you that PE 

kit on children’s PE day has to reflect the school’s policy— many thanks in advance.  

I will finish my newsletter on another happy note.  Our Year 4 pupils had an opportunity to 

practise their golfing skills at Chiltern Hills Academy in Chesham.  I have not had a chance to 

speak to the children, as yet but I am hoping that they were able to share their excitement 

with you upon returning home.  Who knows –maybe the next Tiger Woods is amongst our Year 

4 pupils?  As always, the children behaved impeccably and this was noted and commented on 

by the Headteacher of Chiltern Hills Academy.  Thank you to Year 4 staff team for giving the 

children this fantastic opportunity.  

Today, Year 6 pupils are participating in a field study around Amersham.  Children will be 

studying buildings and their use –commercial and private.  This trip forms part of geography 

map skills topic.  Our pupils, as always, represented our school well.   

So parents, I managed to fit all our news on one page – which is a success for me. The sun is 

shining and I do not know about you but I am intending to enjoy this glorious weather with a 

nice summer tipple.  

With warmest wishes 

Dorota Milner 

Dates for your diary 

Close Fri 27th May    3.15pm 

Open Tues 7th June Gates open:  

8.35am 

Close Wed 20th  

July 

  1.30pm 

Date  Event 

w/c Mon 9th 
May 

Year 6 SATS week 

Fri 13th May Year 6 VE Day Celebra-
tion.  Dress up 1940s  

Thurs 19th 
May 

Year 3 Tennis  Dr Chal-
loner’s High School 

Mon 23rd 
May 

Year 6 Magistrates visit 

Fri 24th May School Photos 

Thursday 
26th May 

School Disco 

Fri 27th May Queen’s Jubilee Cele-
brations 

Wear red/white/blue 

Tues 7th—Fri 
10th June 

Year 6 Bikeability Week 

Mon 13th 
June 

Drum Workshop 
Whole School 

Tues 14th 
June 

Bags2school 

Sat 18th June Summer Fair 

Tues 28th 
June 

Year 6 Games Dr Chal-
loner’s High School 

Wed 29th 
June 

Year 4 to St Albans 
Verulamium Museum 

Tues 5th July Transition Day 

Upcoming term dates for your diary 

187  216 192 245 

Cedar Elm Maple Willow 

House Points: Weekly Totals 



Wellbeing 

Deaf Awareness Week is taking place from 2 to 8 
May 2022.  We, as a school, wanted to raise 
awareness of deafness and hard of hearing and 
therefore Mrs Bannister talked to the children 
about this topic during one of our assemblies. 
Deaf awareness week focuses on promoting the 
positive aspects of living with deafness. This event 
aims to raise awareness of the isolation that deaf 
people can occasionally experience, and promote 
the importance of social inclusion around the deaf 
community.  The event also raises awareness of 
British Sign Language (BSL), which is a language 
used by many people in the UK who are born deaf. 
For more information on deaf awareness week  
please visit the UK Council on Deafness 
website.   You can also visit https://www.british-
sign.co.uk/learn-online-british-sign-language-
course/  to learn more about British Sign 
Language.  

Safeguarding 

As the weather gets hotter and children spend more time outside, please 

speak to your child regarding a very important issue: 

‘Stranger Danger’ 

Stranger Danger is a ‘shortcut’ to the rules and safety tips aimed at children, 

which can be taught to protect them from adult strangers. Children need to 

understand that a person they do not know can be dangerous even if they 

are female or look ‘nice’. Parents may be concerned about frightening their 

children by discussing this topic at too early an age. However, most children 

are now bombarded with media images of missing children and may be 

reassured by a calm, rational approach to a potentially terrifying subject.  

There are plenty of resources available to parents, including a very useful 

website: 

https://schoolbeat.cymru/en/parents/know-what-could-affect-your-

child/personal-safety/what-you-need-to-know/stranger-danger/ 

Basic Stranger Danger rules include: 

 never go anywhere with a stranger 

 never accept gifts or sweets from a stranger 

 never get in a car with a stranger 

 never go off on your own without telling your parents or a trusted 

adult 

 tell your child it is okay to break the rules if they are in danger 

 encourage your child to YELL, KICK, SCREAM, LIE or RUN AWAY, if 

they feel they are in danger 

 give your child a code word or sign that only you and your child (and 

another parent/carer) know. They can use it when they feel they are 

in danger but don’t want other people to know 

 tell your child to stay with their friends and not to go e.g. to the park 

on their own. 

Many thanks and I hope that you will continue talking to your children 

regarding this very important topic.  

More Woodside News 
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We are very excited to be 

celebrating the Queen’s 

Jubilee on Friday 27th 

May.  

The children will learn 

about the Queen, make 

flags for our flag parade, 

the choir will sing and we will celebrate with 

cake! 

Please can the children wear red, white and 

blue. 

 

 

 

Governor Messages 

The governors of the school are a vital part of the 

leadership team. It is an important and very 

rewarding role but when there are vacancies it 

makes the job harder for everyone. We urgently 

need to find 2 governors. One vacancy is for a 

parent governor, the other could be anyone with 

an interest in helping us to do the very best we can 

for the school. If you would like more 

information please do contact the Chair, Jenny 

Faulkner, through the school office. 

 

Scarlet Fever 

There has been a recent national increase in notifications of scarlet fever and 
chicken pox to the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA).  It is suspected that 
because of reduced mixing during the COVID-19 pandemic a larger 
proportion of children of reception and school year 1 age remain susceptible 
to these infections.  

Signs and symptoms of scarlet fever 

The early symptoms of scarlet fever include sore throat, headache, fever, 
nausea, and vomiting.  After 12 to 48 hours the characteristic red, pinhead 
rash develops, typically first appearing on the chest and stomach, then 
rapidly spreading to other parts of the body, and giving the skin a 
sandpaper-like texture.  The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on darker 
skin, although the 'sandpaper' feel should be present.  Patients typically have 
flushed cheeks and pallor around the mouth.  This may be accompanied by a 
‘strawberry tongue’.  As the child improves peeling of the skin can occur.  

A child with scarlet fever can return to school 24 hours after commencing 

appropriate antibiotic treatment.  Scarlet fever - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/

