
Woodside Junior School 

Geography Skills and Knowledge Progression and Curriculum Overview 

 

 

Aims 
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human 

characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring 

about spatial variation and change over time 
 are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical 
processes 

 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) 

 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 
Key Stage 2 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will 
include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Place Knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region within 
North or South America 

Study the human and physical 
geography of the UK and Lyme 
Regis. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
study of the UK. 
 
Identify the similarities and 
differences of human and physical 
geography by comparing the local 
area of Amersham with Lyme Regis. 
 
 

Study the human and physical 
geography of Europe with a focus 
on the Mediterranean and Italy.  
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
study of Europe. 
 
Identify the similarities and 
differences of human and physical 
geography by comparing the local 
area with Europe. 

Study the human and physical 
geography of North and South 
America. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
study of North America. 
 
Identify the similarities and 
differences of human and physical 
geography by comparing the local 
area with North America. 

Study human and physical 
geography through its impact on 
global trade. 
 
Understand similarities and 
differences through the study of 
human and physical geography 
relating to world trade. 



 
 

 

Locational Knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over 
time 

 identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night) 
 

Locate the countries of the UK on 
maps, focusing on key physical and 
human characteristics. 
 
Name and locate some counties 
and key cities of the UK 
 
Identify key topographical features 
(hills, mountains, coasts, rivers, 
seas) of different regions of the UK. 
 
Identify geographical regions in the 
UK by looking at their human and 
physical characteristics 
 
Identify land-use patterns in the 
local area and understand how 
some of these aspects have 
changed over time 
 
 

 
Locate the countries of Europe 
(including Russia) on maps, 
focusing on key physical and 
human characteristics. 
 
Name and locate some key cities of 
Europe and Italy. 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of: 
Latitude/Longitude 
Equator 
Northern/Southern Hemisphere 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones 
 
 
 

Locate the countries and major 
cities in North and South America. 
  
Locate the environmental regions 
and  key physical and human 
characteristics of North and South 
America. 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of: 
Latitude/Longitude 
Equator 
Northern/Southern Hemisphere 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
Arctic and Antarctic Circles 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones 

Locate the countries and major 
cities of the world relating to global 
trade. 
 
Locate the world’s key countries 
and environmental regions where 
food is grown and sourced.  
 
Identify the position and 
significance of: 
Latitude/Longitude 
Equator 
Northern/Southern Hemisphere 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
Arctic and Antarctic Circles 
 

Human and Physical Geography 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
 physical geography, including: climate 

zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Describe and understand physical 
geography of the UK, including: 
weather patterns, climate zones 
and coasts.  
 
Begin to understand the process of 
erosion and its impact on the 
physical geography of coasts. 
 
Describe and understand human 
geography of the UK, including: 
land use in the local area and the 
impact of tourism in Lyme Regis 
(sustainability). 
 
 

Describe and understand the 
physical geography of  mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes  
 
Understand the water cycle  
 
Begin to understand that the world 
has different climate zones. 
 
Describe and understand how the 
physical landscape impacts on the 
development of a locality (The Lake 
District). 
 
Describe and understand the 
impact of tourism on a UK region 
(sustainability). 

Describe and understand the 
physical features of rivers, 
including, erosion and deposition, 
meanders and oxbow lakes. 
 
Understand the role of the water 
cycle in the formation of rivers. 
  
Understand the human impact on 
the water cycle, for example: 
roads, drains and  urban 
development.  
 
Understand different biomes and 
vegetation belts 
 
Understand how people seek to 
manage land use and natural 
resources sustainably (Amazon 
Rainforest). 
 
 

Describe and understand human 
geography, including, economic 
activity, global trade, distribution of 
natural resources (energy, food and 
minerals). 
 
Describe how human geography is 
connected to the physical 
geography of an area, including 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. 
 
Understand the global challenges 
faced in the 21

st
 century, including: 

renewal energy and climate 
change. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
 

 use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Use maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries and describe 
features of the UK. 
 
Use the 4 points of compass 
 
To understand symbols and keys 
on maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps). 
 
Make plans and maps of the school 
grounds and Lyme Regis, including 
some symbols and a simple key. 
 
Use fieldwork techniques to 
observe and present the 
geographical data collected in the 
school grounds. 
 
Use a range of tools to locate and 
describe features studied, 
including: 
Digimap for Schools 
Aerial photos 
Ordnance Survey Maps 
Atlases 
Globes 
Compass 
 
 

Use maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries and describe 
features of Europe. 
 
Use the 8 points of a compass. 
  
Use four figure grid references.  
 
To understand symbols and keys 
on maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps). 
 
Use fieldwork to observe and 
record human and physical 
features of Coombe Hill using a 
range of methods, including sketch 
maps and digital technologies.  
 
Present the human and physical 
features recorded during fieldwork, 
using digital technologies. 
 
Use a range of tools to locate and 
describe features studied including: 
Digimap for Schools 
Aerial photos 
Ordnance Survey Maps 
Atlases 
Globes 
Compass 
 
 

Use maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries and describe 
features of North and South 
America. 
 
Use the 8 points of a compass  
 
To understand symbols and keys 
on maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps). 
 
Use fieldwork techniques to carry 
out a river study, including: 
observing, measuring and 
recording data 
  
Create field sketches of the river, 
including detail of river features. 
 
Use a range of tools to locate and 
describe features studied including: 
Digimap for Schools 
Aerial photos 
Ordnance Survey Maps 
Atlases 
Globes 
Compass 
Fieldwork equipment – tape 
measures. 
 

Use maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries and features of 
the world. 
 
Use the 8 points of a compass.  
 
Use six figure grid references.  
 
To understand symbols and keys 
on maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps). 
 
Use fieldwork techniques to carry 
out a survey, record and present 
data. 
 
Make plans and maps of the local 
town to represent building use in 
the local area, including symbols, a 
simple scale and a key. 
 
Begin to understand that different 
people hold different views about 
an issue and begin to understand 
some of the reasons why (public 
opinion survey). 
 
Use a range of tools to locate and 
describe features studied including: 
Digimap for Schools 
Aerial photos 
Ordnance Survey Maps 
Atlases 
Globes 
Compass 
 

Fieldwork trips Amersham 
Maps  
 

Coombe Hill 
Orienteering 

Amersham – The Misbourne River 
data collection, field sketching 
Water management on the school 
site. 

Amersham Town - data collection – 
building use. 
Maps 



 
 

 

 
 
 

History and Geography curriculum overview 
 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

3 
 
 

Stone Age to the Iron 
Age 

What do places such as Skara 
Brae tell us about humans 
that lived a long time ago? 

The UK 
 What facts about the 

United Kingdom would 
one of the 40 million 

tourists who visit each 
year like to know? 

 

Ancient Egypt 
What have we learnt about Ancient Egypt from 

historical sources? 
 

Lyme Regis 
What are the key 

human and physical 
features of the Lyme 

Regis? 
 
 

Amersham- a local area 
study 

How did the arrival of the 
railway change Amersham? 

 

4 
 
 

Europe 
Italy is the 5

th
 most 

visited country in 
the world. What 
attracts the 100 

million visitors each 
year? 

Ancient Greece 
What impact did Ancient Greece 

have on later civilizations? 

Mountains 
What attracts tourists 
to mountains such as 

the Himalayas and 
Snowdon and what is 
the human impact? 

 

Maps 
Using your map skills, 

can you follow the 
clues to solve the 

mystery? 

Volcanoes 
Earthquakes 

What is living in the 
Ring of Fire like? 

 

Romans 
What impact did the Roman invasion 

have on Britain? 

5 
 
 
 

North America 
How and why is the physical 
landscape of North America 

so diverse? 

Ancient Maya 
Why were the Mayans 
considered to be such 

an advanced 
civilization? 

South America 
Do our rainforests 

need saving? 
 

Rivers and water 
management 

What is the journey of a 
river from the sources to 

the mouth? 

Anglo Saxons 
What do grave sites, 

such as the one at 
Sutton Hoo, tell us 

about Anglo Saxon life? 

Vikings 
Were the Vikings vicious and 

victorious?  

6 
 
 

Black History 
How have attitudes towards 
black people changed over 

time? 

Global Trade 
How has trade 

changed over time? 

World War 2 
What were the priorities for the 

British Government during World 
War 2? 

 
 
 

Maps 
What 

recommendations 
would you make 

to Amersham 
Town Council 

about building use 
in the high street? 

Global challenges 
What challenges are we 

facing in the 21
st

 
century? 

 

Moving on 
 

Enterprise 
 

Production 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Geography knowledge organisers 
 

Year 3 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Year 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 


