
Woodside School history vocabulary progression 
 

Year 3 history vocabulary 

 Substantive concepts substantive knowledge 

Stone age to 
the iron age 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• civilization 
• daily life 
• technological 

advances 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, Stone Age, Bronze 
Age, Iron Age, hunter gatherer, farming, trade, prehistory, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, agriculture, bronze, iron, 
hillfort, Celt, pottery, monument, archaeology, settlement, 
cave painting, spear, roundhouse, AD, BC, nomad, evidence 
 

People  Swanscombe Man, Red Lady of Paviland 

Places  Skara Brae, Stone Henge, Maiden Castle, Danebury Hillfort 

Ancient Egypt • chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• hierarchy 
• trade/economy 
• religion 
• civilization 
• technological 

advances 
• everyday lives of 

people 
• death 
• migration 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, Ancient, Nile, 
civilization, Egyptologist, artefact, silt, fertile land, papyrus, 
tomb, archaeologist, pyramid, mummification, Pharaoh, 
sarcophagus, Rosetta Stone, hierarchy, hieroglyphics, slave, 
farmer, scribe, craftsmen, soldier, priests, noble, canopic jar, 
Gods, worship, AD, BC, afterlife, evidence, archaeology 
 

People  Howard Carter, Tutankhamun 

Places  River Nile, Egypt, Africa, the Valley of the Kings, Great Sphynx 
of Giza 

Local Area 
Study- 
Amersham 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• trade/economy 
• locality 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• migration 
• technological 

advances 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Doomsday Book, trader, miller, blacksmith, tanner, saddler, 
carpenter, butcher, baker, tailor, manor, coaching inn, 
Metroland, Metropolitan Line, workhouse, population, 
migrate, settlement, World War 2, pre-fab, market town, 
habitat, area of outstanding natural beauty, countryside, 
evidence, archaeology 
 

People  William Drake 

Places  Amersham, Shardeloes, Amersham Museum, River 
Misbourne, Amersham Union Workhouse, Amersham Station, 
Old Amersham, Amersham on the Hill, Metropolitan Line, 
Chiltern Lifestyle Centre, HS2 

Disciplinary knowledge (skills) sequence, identify, describe, evaluate, compare, similarities, differences, 
influence, connections, contrast, source, usefulness, extract, combine, cross-reference, organise, question, 
primary source, secondary source, present, communicate, evidence, explain,  
 

 



Year 4 history vocabulary 

 Substantive concepts substantive knowledge 

Ancient 
Greece 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• government 
• trade/economy 
• religion 
• civilization 
• invasion 
• conflict 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• hierarchy 
• technological 

advances 
• death 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, BC, AD, ancient, 
civilization, city states, empire, democracy, senate, 
philosopher, classical, architecture, merchant, trade, seafaring, 
myth, Gods, Olympic games, citizen, leader, legacy, military, 
war, Trojan Horse, Labyrinth, minotaur, King Midas, 
amphitheatre, evidence, archaeology 

People  Persians, Spartans, Gods (Zeus, Poseidon, Ares, Aphrodite, 
Hades), Alexander the Great, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
Hercules 

Places  Athens, Corinth, Sparta, Battle of Marathon, Mount Olympus, 
underworld, the Acropolis, Mediterranean,  

Roman 
Empire 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• government 
• trade/economy 
• religion 
• locality 
• empire 
• civilization 
• invasion 
• conflict 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• hierarchy 
• migration 
• technological 

advances 
• death 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, BC, AD, ancient, 
civilization, Empire, Britannia, Caledonia, Gaul, invade, 
conquer, emperor, tribe, Celts, Picts, legion, legionary, Saxons, 
legacy, military, army, invade, amphitheatre, mosaic, aqueduct, 
Roman numerals, Roman baths, Toga, sauna, Gods, religion, 
Christianity, leader, reign, resistance, opposition, uprising, war, 
warrior, society, infrastructure, rule, reign, conquer, kingdoms, 
evidence, archaeology 

People  Julius Caesar, Boudicca, Ivory Bangle lady 

Places  Hadrian’s Wall, Verulamium, Roman Baths(in Bath), Europe, 
Mediterranean 

Disciplinary knowledge (skills) sequence, identify, describe, evaluate, compare, similarities, differences, 
influence, connections, contrast, source, usefulness, extract, combine, cross-reference, organise, question, 
primary source, secondary source, present, communicate, evidence, explain, contradict, investigate, 
interpretation, reconstruction, conflicting, deduct, infer, combine 
 

 



Year 5 history vocabulary 

 Substantive concepts substantive knowledge 

Ancient Maya • chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• religion 
• civilization 
• conflict 
• hierarchy 
• migration 
• technological 

advances 
• death 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Culture, religion, city state, Chronological, timeline, period, 
artefacts, BC, AD, ancient, civilization, temple, farming, 
agriculture, pyramids, evidence, archaeology, kings, queens, 
rulers, golden age, rainforest, drought, Spanish, conquest, 
invasion, descendent, ancestor, religion, Gods, offerings, 
sacrifice, priests, rituals, Middleworld,  
Upperworld, underworld, corn, cacao, codices, glyphs, base-20, 
decline, highlands, lowlands, settlement, advanced  

People   

Places  Mesoamerica, Central America, El Mirador, Highlands of 
Guatemala and the Yucatan, Chichen Itza, Tikal Temple, Great 
Ball Court, 

Anglo Saxons 
and Vikings 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• government 
• trade/economy 
• religion 
• civilization 
• locality  
• invasion 
• conflict 
• monarchy 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• hierarchy 
• migration 
• death 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, civilization, invasion, 
hostility, uprising, ruler, leader, settlement, conquer, invade, 
raid, Kingdom, Scandinavia, monastery, fertile land, agriculture, 
archaeologist, archaeology, excavation, discovery, Romans, 
shores, Rome, Christianity, supreme kingdom, longship, 
Vikings, Danelaw, control, peace, law, customs, Normans, 
invasion, pagan, wergild, danegeld, dark ages, grave site, 
barrows, archaeologist, discovery, artefacts, burial mound, 
defend, farmers, Danes, migration, Norsemen, picts, runes, 
Valhalla, Valkyries, Chief Gods, battle, homeland, trade, 
aggressor, defender 

People  Jutes, Angles, Saxons, St Augustine, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Ivar the Boneless, Alfred the Great, King Cnut, 
Normans, William the Conqueror, Edward the Confessor, 
Harold II, Norway, Sweden, Denmark 

Places  Jutland, Denmark, Germany, Sutton Hoo, Northumbria, 
Merica, Offa’s Dyke, Scandanavia, Lindisfarne, York (Jorvik), 
Kingdom of Wessex, Valhalla 

Disciplinary knowledge (skills) sequence, identify, describe, evaluate, compare, similarities, differences, 
influence, connections, contrast, source, usefulness, extract, combine, cross-reference, organise, question, 
primary source, secondary source, present, communicate, evidence, explain, contradict, investigate, 
interpretation, reconstruction, conflicting, deduct, infer, combine, concurrent, trends over time, cause and 
effect, analyse, reliability, version, emphasis, evaluate, deduction, cross-reference, construct, informed 
response,  
 

 

 



Year 6 history vocabulary 

 

 Substantive concepts substantive knowledge 

Black British 
History 

• chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• government 
• trade/economy 
• locality 
• empire 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• hierarchy 
• migration 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, Roman, Tudors, 
transatlantic slave trade, slave trade, Middle Passage, 
Triangular Trade Route, slave, slavery, slave plantation, 
enslaved, British Abolitionist Movement, abolition, campaign, 
colonies, Empire Windrush, the Windrush generation, Black 
History Month, equality, Royal African Company, transport, 
trade, enslaved, trade route, territories, British Crown, 
heritage, culture, society, diversity, perception, commodities, 
Parliament, elections, humanity, moral, immoral, petition, 
constituency, injustice 

People  Ivory Bangle Lady, John Blanke, John Hawkins, Ignatius 
Sancho, Olaudah Equiano, William Wilberforce, Captain 
Thomas Drake, Aurelian Moors 

Places  Liverpool, UK, Africa, Europe, Americas, West Indies, York, 
Hadrian’s Wall 

World War 2 • chronology 
• time-scale 
• society 
• government 
• trade/economy 
• locality 
• empire 
• invasion 
• conflict 
• significant individuals 
• impact on Britain 
• migration 
• technological 

advances 
• death 
• everyday lives of 

people 
 

Chronological, timeline, period, artefacts, war, invasion, Axis, 
Allies, troops, army, Prime Minister, air raid, air raid shelter, 
Anderson Shelter, bombing, Blitz, civilian, Battle of Britain, D-
Day, Soviet, Jew, Judaism, gas chamber, surrender, VE Day, 
atomic bomb, treaty, evacuate, evacuee, ration, home-front, 
conscription, siren, dictator, military, morale, Nazi, Holocaust, 
concentration camp, propaganda, turning point, Women’s land 
army, Dig for Victory, Make do and mend, blackout, Fascism, 
Fuhrer, gas mask, liberation, Luftwaffe, occupation, occupy, 
persecution, spitfire  

People  Adolf Hitler, Mussolini, Hirohito, Neville Chamberlain, 
Winston Churchill, Charles de Gaulle, Franklin D Roosevelt, 
Joseph Stalin 

Places  UK, Germany, Poland, France, Japan, Italy, America, USSR, 
Dunkirk, Normandy, Auschwitz, Hiroshoma 

Disciplinary knowledge (skills) sequence, identify, describe, evaluate, compare, similarities, differences, 
influence, connections, contrast, source, usefulness, extract, combine, cross-reference, organise, question, 
primary source, secondary source, present, communicate, evidence, explain, contradict, investigate, 
interpretation, reconstruction, conflicting, deduct, infer, combine, concurrent, trends over time, cause and effect, 
analyse, reliability, version, emphasis, evaluate, deduction, cross-reference, construct, informed response, 
generalisation, sweeping generalisation, turning point, propaganda, aspect, unreliable, conclusion, flimsy 
evidence, provision, tentative, uncertainty  
 

 


